
Pathway 
Discovery Day

CHASING THE #NextBestYou

FINANCE & 
INVESTMENTS



Background
- 15+ years of Deutsche Boerse & Euronext (MTS Markets)
- Founded 3 platforms (FICC, Commodities, Equity)
- Advisor of FinTechs (SME, crowdfunding, digital assets)

Recent
- Designed BBVA Spark, a new bank for scaleups
- Designed ELSM, European Loan Secondary Market for 
Direct Lending Funds
- Designed the creation investment vehicles with VC and 
PE firms
- Co-funded an Exchange on blockchain - Tokenization

JAVIER
TORDABLE

Pathway Director

25 years at the forefront of Corporate & Investment 
Banking CIB, specialized in Capital Markets & Exchanges



Snapshot of the Finance Sector 2024 (i)



Snapshot of the Finance Sector 2024 (ii)



US billion dollars climate disaster costs

Big Finance Sector Trends
FinTech



Understanding
the pathway



FINANCE...

FUNDS BUSINESS GROWTH,

FUELS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,

CREATES SAVINGS & WEALTH,

POWERS INNOVATION and

LEADS THE WORLD

‘‘Invest in disruptive innovation, a 
technologically enabled product or service that 
potentially changes the way the world works”
Cathie Wood

“Those who don’t know how to manage money 
will always work for those who do” 
Dave Ramsey

“Price is what you pay, Value is what you get” 
Warren Buffet

“Accounting measures the past, Finance values 
your dreams” 
Javier Vega, IE Professor



“Banking is necessary, Banks are not”, Bill Gates

Myth Busting

“Private Equity is changing the business world, they are the new 
kings”, The Economist

“The Future of finance is Technologically Embedded”, Amazon

“Companies must act on Climate Change, can´t bank or rely on 
governments”. Bill Winters 

“Users can expect to conduct their entire financial world on the X 
platform”, Elon Musk

“Tokens are the next generations for Capital Markets”. Larry Fink

“The financial industry is a service industry. It should serve 
others before it serves itself”, Christine Lagarde



6 forces currently impacting this pathway

Corporate 
Finance & IB

skills, tools & models 
mass adoption

Private Markets, 
proliferation of players

AI, Robo, algorithmic
Hybrid Investment, Trading & 

Asset Management

Sustainable Finance
Impact Investment

Financial Technologies
Retail & Wholesale FinTech

DOVISH vs HAWKISH
ECB & Fed Monetary Policy



Career areas within
the Pathway
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MIDDLE OFFICE (Risk Management, Compliance, Tech, KYC, Fraud Prevention)

Investment Banking & 
Corporate Finance

Capital markets & Primaries
Underwriting Business
Advisory, IPOs, M&A
Equity Capital Markets (ECM)
Debt Capital Market (DCM)
Financial Accounting, Tax  & Planning
Project Finance
Leverage Finance
Corporate Finance & Banking

Global Markets, Sales, 
Trading & Research

Fixed Income, Currency & Commodities 
(FICC)
Equity
Derivatives & Structured Products
Quants, Algorithmic Trading & HFT
Digital Assets
Prime Brokerage Services
Trading, Clearing, Settlement Platforms
Securitization, Securities & Cash Lending, 
Collateral Management
Exchanges, Clearing House & Market Data

Asset Management & 
Alternative Investments 

Asset / Investment Management  
Pension, Macro, Value Funds & Traditional 
Portfolio  management

Wealth Management
Private banking, HNW, UHNW

Hedge Funds
Directional, Macro, Equity, Derivatives, 
Commodities, FX & Crypto  

Alternatives
Private Equity, Private Credit, Debt, Real 
Estate, Infra, Renewables, Venture Capital

BACK OFFICE (Operations, Tech, Admin, Cyber Security)

FINTECH & DIGITAL FINANCE (Cloud, AI, ML, Robo, Big Data, Crypto, Blockchain (Distributed Ledged Tech)

SUSTAINABILITY & IMPACT  (ESG, PRI, UN, SDGs, IIF Task Force)
TRENDS

3 Finance Pillars & 2 Top Trends



CORPORATE 
FINANCE & 

INVESTMENT 
BANKING

PRIVATE EQUITY, 
VENTURE CAPITAL 

& ALTERNATIVE 
INVESTMENTS

ASSET 
MANAGEMENT & 

GLOBAL MARKETS

FINTECH & DIGITAL 
FINANCE

FINANCIAL 
ANALYTICS & 
FORENSICS

SUSTAINABLE 
FINANCE & IMPACT 

INVESTING

FINANCE & INVESTMENTS



Exploring
pathway & fit



Who do you want to be within Finance?



1. Do you like numbers, detail and measuring & calculating?

2. Do you like Accounting, excel, modeling, Investing & trading?

3. Do you enjoy Analytical thinking, research and forecasting?

4. Are you good at identifying Opportunities for Businesses and 

Strategies?

5. Do you enjoy bringing Focus & Results to ideas and teams?

6. Are you inspired by Entrepreneurship and Innovation?

Why should you consider 
this pathway?



PRESENTATION TITLE SECTION TITLE 70IE BUSINESS SCHOOL

Type of Roles

Wealth
Management

Large Institutions

Small/Boutique

Analytical/ 
Numerical

Commercial/ 
Relational Skills

Tech & Data Management + Risk management & Compliance

Corporate positions (HR, Marketing, Operations…) 
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Let’s look at both sides of the coin

THE UPSIDES

THE DRAWBACKS

1. Great pay and social reward

2. Great learning curve and career ladder progression

3. Great impact and leadership status

1. Very poor work-life balance

2. Very stressful

3. Very demanding & competitive



Relevant companies and functions in this pathway

- Head of Operations

- Senior Associate

- Investment Associate

- Investment Director

- Head of Projects

- Head of Sales

- Iberian Sales Lead

- Managing Director



Pathway Ecosystem



Alumni Across the Career Areas
Inspiring profiles

2023… Relationship Manager

2022… IMBA, IE Business School

2019… Chef and Restaurant Manager

2016… BA, Business

Kim 
Area: Wealth Management

Matteo 
Area: Private Equity

2023… Investment Associate

2020… IMBA, IE Business School

2020… Banca IMI, M&A

2019… BA, Business



Alumni Across the Career Areas
Inspiring profiles

2024… Corporate Finance manager

2022… IMBA, IE Business School

2021… Master in French translation

2019… BA, Political Science and economic

2024… Chief of Staff

2021… IMBA, IE Business School

2020… Four Seasons Hotel – Divisions Head

2019… BA, Marketing

Area: Venture Capital

Ghassan Mark 

Area: Impact Investing



Alumni Across the Career Areas
Inspiring profiles

2024… Sales Director

2021… IMBA, IE Business School

2020… Goldman Sachs, IB

2018… BA, Business

2024… Senior Associate

2019… IMBA, IE Business School

2018… UBS – Wealth Management

209… BA, Economics

Area: Private Equity

Krystyna Adriana 

Area: FinTech – DeFi - Crypto



Accelerate your
discovery



(Optional) Dual Degrees

Finance

Pathway from an Academic Perspective

Core Courses

Financial Analysis and Reporting

Managerial Accounting

Financial Markets

Corporate Finance

Concentration

Advanced Corporate Finance

FinTech, Digital Finance & Defi

Real Estate Finance

Financial Modelling

Asset Management & Global Markets

Corporate Finance & Investment Banking

Electives

Advanced Financial Statements Analysis

Building Financial Projections
Wealth Management



Your next steps to learn more about the pathway

Read

Student clubs you can join at IE



Heads up



Heads up (and II)


